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Note from the Principal 
Greetings Bobcat Families! I enjoy each day being the proud principal of Big Cy-
press Elementary where you should “Expect THE Best” from our students, par-
ents, and staff! We all believe in every student and work together to give them 
the best educational experience. Once you are here, you are family. 

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend our Curriculum Nights. We are 
looking forward to Literacy Night on Jan. 26th and our second annual STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) Night on May 17th. How about 
our PTA? We have the best parent group in Collier County who works relentlessly 
to support our school. Mark your calendar for the Harvest Festival on Saturday, 
Nov. 14th. It is a wonderful time to have family fun on our campus! 

Unique to our school is STEM. This is a related arts class that benefits all grade 
levels. Mrs. Kriek creates activities that are hands on and engage students in the 
subjects of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math. 

New this year is our Grade Level Parent Breakfasts in the Parent Den. This is an 
opportunity for you to meet other parents, the Team Leader, our PTA, and our 
Leadership Team. So far, we have hosted 1st and 2nd grades. On Nov. 13th, we will 
be featuring 3rd grade at 8:00 am. 

Our School Advisory Council (SAC) meets the last Tuesday of every month. This 
group discusses the school improvement plan and how we can make a difference. 
The meetings also take place in the Parent Den at 5:15 pm. Please join us in future 
meetings. All BCE activities can be found on our website. 

On November 12th, each school in Collier County has a community mem-
ber participate in being the Principal for the Day. This year, Dr. Nikki Bech-
tol, who is a parent of a 3

rd
 grader and owns Bechtol Chiropractic will be 

with us! We plan to recognize the local businesses that supported our ban-
ner fundraiser. 

At BCE, we are a family. Please let me know if you have any concerns or 
compliments. We value both. 
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     Kindergarten students have been very busy this first semester. We have spent a lot 
of time learning the rules, procedures and daily routines. In Reading, we have been 
working hard on learning to identify letters, letter sounds and beginning sight words. In 
writing, we have been learning how to form letters correctly and how to write our 
names using a capital letter only at the beginning of our name. We are also learning to 
begin each sentence with a capital letter, to leave spaces between words and to use a 
punctuation mark at the end of a sentence. 

     Math skills we have been working on include calendar skills, sorting, classifying 
and identifying and writing numbers through 10. We just recently began a unit on 
measuring and comparing. 

     Kindergarten teachers have enjoyed getting to know the children as well as par-
ents this first quarter and are looking forward to watching the students grow, learn and 
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 I am going to name 4 things that go together. You tell me what they 
have in common and tell me one more thing that belongs. (Tie in 
child’s interests e.g. name four dinosaurs.) 

 

 Rhyme time: name a word and take turns thinking of all of the words 
that rhyme with it 

 

 Play 20 questions 

 

 Play I am going to the grocery store and I am buying something that 
starts with a ‘b’. Guess items until the correct answer is discovered. 
Clues can be given along the way such as you find it in the dairy sec-
tion or the produce section; it is eaten with a spoon; or name the color. 

 

 Give your child a word and they have to name the opposite or a syno-
nym of the word (e.g. short-tall or beautiful-pretty). 

 

 When you ask your child about their day, ask specific questions to get 
a better response. For example, “What did you do in math?”, “Who did 
you play with at recess and what did you do?”, “What are you learning 
about in science?” 

 

I hope you enjoy these ideas and use them on your car trips short or 
long.  

Here are some ideas for car time            
activities that will help your child              

develop their language skills. 
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Greetings from First Grade! We are excited to be in our third month of 

school. We have been working hard on learning our sight words, practicing decod-

ing strategies, and reading fluently.  All these skills combined will help us become 

better readers and comprehend the stories that we are reading. By the end of the 

school year, all first graders will be expected to have mastered all 220 sight words 

and be reading independently on a Level I book. Thank you to all parents that 

have successfully returned the Bobcat Bulletin to school every day. 

We are learning how to “Check for Three” when we write. We read each 

sentence to see if it makes sense and answers the questions who, what, and 

where. Each sentence also needs to begin with a capital letter and end with punc-

tuation. We continue to use our Thinking Maps to organize our thoughts before we 

start writing. 

In Math, we have been focusing on building number sense through counting 

and comparing quantities, and through composing and decomposing numbers. 

Students were also introduced to the mathematical tools, processes, routines, and 

ways of working that will be used throughout the year. We started with counting, 

moving on to comparing quantities, then to combining two quantities, and ending 
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Science is exciting as we are learning how to be little scientists. We have 

learned how to make observations, ask questions, and do experiments to answer 

these questions. Using our five senses as tools, we made careful observations, 

described objects in terms of number, shape, texture, size, weight, color, and mo-

tion, and compared our observations with others.  We also discussed how to sort 

objects by their observable properties, such as size, shape, color, temperature 

(hot or cold), weight (heavy or light), texture, and whether an object will sink or 

float 

We have been learning and exploring many interesting things about our 

world in Social Studies. We discussed the purpose of rules and laws in our school 

and community and we were able to explain the rights and responsibilities we 

have. The week of Labor Day, we discussed why we celebrate national holidays 

and practiced recognizing symbols and individuals that represent American consti-

tutional democracy. We are now trying to differentiate between “needs and wants” 

and explain why people need to make choices because of scarce resources. 

First grade teachers and students are enjoying having two carts of iPads 

traveling throughout the rooms for Math and Literacy Centers. The iPads were 

generously donated to our grade level by PTA. We are looking forward to the PTA 

Harvest Festival on November 14th! 
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Second grade is off to a flying start with new themes to help get 

the kids excited and keep them motivated.  It feels like school just 

started yesterday and here we are already at the end of our first 

grading period.  We have covered an enormous amount of materi-

al in every subject and we have barely scratched the surface.   

 In ELA, which covers Reading, and Writing,  we are into our sec-

ond unit and have already learned about five different genres; real-

istic fiction, expository text, drama, literary nonfiction, and informa-

tional text.    Within those lessons we practiced seven phonics 

skills, learned 46 new high frequency words, 48 amazing words, 

29 vocabulary words, and we have covered an average of 3 learn-

ing goals or Sunshine State Standards per lesson.  In writing we 

have worked on narrative, explanatory, and informative texts all 

while learning to use proper grammar, spelling, punctuation, and 

editing and revising to improve our work. 

     Math had been just as busy.  We have been working on addi-

tion and subtraction to 45, time on the hour and half hour, naming, 

telling the value of and counting coins, word problems, and now 

we are into geometry where the students are naming and describ-

ing 2D and 3D shapes, and learning about angles, sides and ver-

texes.  

     Science, Health, and Social Studies are moving along well also.  

With a very hands on approach the children are enjoying learning 

about what scientists do, the scientific process, and the tools that 

scientists use.  We have learned about healthy habits and taking 

care of your body in health.  In Social Studies we have learned 

what it means to be a good citizen, about our Constitution and the 

Bill of Rights. 

     The second grade team appreciates that you have entrusted us 

with the care and education of your child for a large portion of the 

day.    Please keep the lines of communication open.  We want to 

hear about any questions or concerns that you may have.  The 

best ways to contact us are through e-mail or just a short note in 

your child’s planner. We look forward to continue to work with 

them and you. 
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We are off to a GREAT start of another school year.  All art classes have been very 

busy studying in the Unit of line, shape and we have even touched on color.  The ele-

ment of art that we call line introduces the students to many different types of lines 

that we us in creating art.  We also then realize that all of those different lines can 

then create shapes needed in creating our art.  The students have been identifying a 

variety of lines in not only their art work but in artwork done by others as well (such as 

Georgia O’Keefe, Gustav Klimt, and Henri Mattisse).  We completed several projects 

in our study on line including Layered lines, all kinds of lines, line ladybugs, Illuminat-

ed letters with lines, and Klimt trees that were zentangled,  In our unit on shape, the 

students learned that objects are represented by shapes which are made up from the 

different lines used in our first unit of study.  Our projects in this unit will include sever-

al different weaving techniques and we will focus on shapes, rhythm, and patterns 

that can be created through these weaving techniques.  Make sure to always be on 

the “lookout” for Art show invitations that will go home throughout the year.  These in-

vitations will include the place and time where you can come and see your child’s art-

work displayed in many different venues in our community.  I look forward to another 

fun-filled year of art with your child. 

Mrs. Tart 
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We are off to another fantastic school year!  We would like to 

thank the parents and guardians for their support in helping our 

students adjust to third grade.  Also, thank you to all those who 

attended Curriculum Night.  Your support in your child’s educa-

tion makes all the difference!   

The 3rd graders recently enjoyed a trip to Artis Naples 

(Philharmonic) to see a program called Young Person’s Concert.  This 60 minute interac-

tive performance introduced our students to the orchestra while teaching them about 

rhythm, melody and harmony and the families of instruments. The Young Person’s Con-

cert featured Hans Christian Andersen’s beloved tale, The Snow Queen. 

We would like to thank you for attending our 3rd grade McDonald’s Night on October 1st.  

We enjoyed seeing and chatting with our students and their families.  We appreciate your 

support! 

This year, we are placing a heavy emphasis on 3 online computer programs.  iReady, 

FASTT Math, and Scholastic Reading Counts. 

iReady reading instruction delivers engaging online lessons at each student’s reading 

level based on results from an online diagnostic test that students completed in the be-

ginning of the year.  iReady lessons relate directly to skills that were assessed in the di-

agnostic test.  Teacher reports can provide educators with a detailed action plan and re-

sources for differentiated instruction for each child.  We are using this program through-

out the week and the students enjoy doing the lessons.  We also encourage the use of 

this program at home!   

FASTT Math is an online math facts program that we are using to achieve math fact mas-

tery.  FASTT Math provides instructional sessions that are individualized for each stu-

dent.  Instruction focuses on targeted facts students need to learn, based on an initial as-

sessment.  Students get fluent faster by practicing what they’ve learned in engaging and 

motivating games.   
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Reading Counts is a reading level based independent reading program that tracks student 

success on the books they read, in and out of school.  Scholastic Reading Counts also MO-

TIVATES students with suggested reading choices that match their interests and reading lev-

els.  Students should be checking out Reading Counts books on their reading level from the 

media center.  They should be reading the Reading Counts books at school and also at 

home.  When they are finished reading their book, they are able to take an online quiz here 

at school.  Points are earned for books that are passed (70% or higher).  Awards will be giv-

en out each month.  Also, students will be able to use points earned to purchase prizes from 

the Reading Counts Store. Reading Counts can raise the reading achievement for all stu-

dents! 

Here are a few things that you can do at home: 

 Review your child’s work from the Wednesday folder.  Have him/her correct assignments 

that he/she did not complete correctly. 

 Help with homework – help students complete the ELA assignment correctly and make 

sure they are returning quality work to school. 

 Practice basic math facts. If your child is still struggling with basic addition and subtraction 

facts to 20, use flashcards, the internet, or practice books to develop proficiency.  At this 

point third graders should not be using their fingers to add and subtract.  These facts 

should be memorized.  Also, 3
rd

 graders are expected to know the multiplication products 

of two 1-digit numbers by memory by the end of the year.  Keep practicing! 

 READ, READ, READ!  This is the most effective strategy that you can use to help your 

child academically.  Read to and with your child whenever possible and make sure they 

are reading independently as well.  Also, students can be working on their iReady lessons 

at home.   

 Check the student planners every day.  This will help you stay informed as to what is go-

ing on here at school.   

 Praise your child for his/her accomplishments! 

Please remember that the third grade teachers are always available to discuss concerns or 

provide clarification regarding your student or assignments.  We will continue working with 

your children and each of you as we all strive to help each student reach his/her full poten-

tial.  



 10 

 

The students are making a smooth transition 

into fourth grade and as always students are 

working towards mastery of the fourth grade 

standards. Students have set attainable 

learning goals, are tracking progress, and 

evaluating themselves on a weekly basis in 

many of their subjects.   

 

We have started our Junior Deputy classes 

with Deputy Ward and all of the students are 

looking forward to Junior Deputy Day at the 

Collier County Fair.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students are really enjoying STEM, our 

new related arts class with Mrs. Kriek, and 

we just went on a wonderful field trip to 

FGCU where the students learned about the 

Florida Panther and hopefully shared the in-

formation with you at home.  
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Welcome back to our BCE Families, 

We have a lot of events and activities going on this year!   

The Red Ribbon Week theme this year is “Be a HERO- Speak Up and Say NO!” and runs 

October 26-30th, with fun activities each day. Look for the red half-sheet of activities to 

come home in the Wednesday folder on 10/21/15.  

Six fifth grade students have completed their peer mediator training and our Peer  Mediation 

program begins Wednesday, 10/21/15. Peer Mediation is a school-wide conflict resolution 

program that allows students the opportunity to discuss peer conflicts and problem-solve for 

peaceful solutions. Mrs. Green supervises the peer mediations and the students know that 

they are not “in trouble” when they attend a peer mediation. Teachers, staff, students and 

parents can refer students to attend a peer mediation. Look for the 5th graders wearing their 

bright blue and black shirts on their designated day.  

Grief and Loss, Family Changes and Social Skills counseling groups are again being of-

fered this school year. These groups meet during the school day, one day per week for six 

weeks. A parent permission slip is required to participate. Please contact Mrs. Green for fur-

ther information. 

On a closing note: 

Remember to review our BE COOL school-wide conflict resolution program with your stu-

dents:  

    Don’t be HOT 

    Don’t be COLD 

    Instead BE COOL, using the four steps:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Have a great Fall semester, 

Pam Green Summers 

BCE School Counselor 

 Tell the person what you don’t like. 

 Tell the person how you feel. 

 Tell what you want. 

 Tell what will happen if you can’t work 

things out. 
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The fifth grade teachers would like to thank all of the students and parents for a 

successful start to the 2015-2016 school year. It is the goal of the fifth grade 

teachers to work together with students and parents to help each child reach his/

her full potential. 

In order to help our students achieve as much growth as possible, we have begun 

using a new computer-based program, iReady, in the classroom for reading. The 

program combines a diagnostic tool to place students at their current reading level 

and provides personalized lessons targeted on the students’ individual needs. 

iReady helps increase reading comprehension and vocabulary skills. This pro-

gram is being used in the classroom, but can also be used at home.  

In addition to focusing on our academics, fifth grade students have also been in-

volved in DARE this quarter. DARE is a program that unites our students and the 

Collier County Sherriff’s department in efforts to promote a drug and violence free 

lifestyle. We appreciate the hard work of Deputies Ward, Scott, and Vila. DARE 

graduation will take place on November 19th. More information will come. 

Please remember that the fifth grade teachers are always available for parent 

conferences to discuss concerns or provide clarification regarding your student or 

assignments.  We want to see each student reach their potential and have a suc-

cessful and happy 5
th
 grade year! 
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Parents and kids can do some fun reading comprehension activ-
ities at home to help improve their language and reading skills. 
Here are some everyday reading comprehension activities for 
parents and kids: 
 

 Read, read, read! Read to your children every day. Make 
it part of your bedtime routine, an after-dinner activity, or a 
fun way to spend time together on the couch. 

 

 Set a good example by letting your children see you 

read. Show them that reading is a good choice for lei-
sure activity and sure beats watching TV. Talk about the 
book you're reading. Listening to you summarize your book 
teaches your children how to take what they've read, absorb 
it and condense it. 
 

 Use pre-reading comprehension techniques. Before 
reading a book, have your child look at the cover and the in-
side pictures and predict what the story is about. 
 

 Read books together and discuss. Read to your children 
every evening. At the end of each chapter, discuss what hap-
pened. Parents can still share books with older children by 
reading the same book separately. Ask your child every day, 
"Where are you in the book? 
Did you get to Chapter 5 yet? What do you think about what 
happened to Harry?" Allowing children to retell a story that 
they read lets them practice comprehension skills. 
 

 Play board games with your children. Board games re-
quire putting into action everything 
that is read, and can help increase reading comprehension. 
Help your children read the instructions to a new board game 
or review the rules of an old favorite. Ask if they'd like to-
change the rules or game play slightly and implement their 
suggestions. 
 

 Cook or bake with a recipe. Find a lengthy recipe for 
something that your children love to 
eat and make it together. Turn over recipe reading duties to 
your children and watch them take what they've read and 
turn it into something delicious. 
 

 Play with inflection. Try this with your young child: Read 
a line from a book and have your 
child repeat it back to you with dramatic expression, inflection 
and phrasing. 

www.clayton.k12.ga.us/departments/federalprograms/parentinvolve/ 
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Music classes have been off to a fun start this 

year! It’s been an exciting time being the new mu-

sic teacher and working with some very talented 

students.  

All grades have been learning about rhythm 

through movement and playing various instru-

ments such as drums, boom whackers and xylo-

phones. Third and fifth grade had the opportunity 

to visit the Naples Philharmonic this month. Third 

grade had a blast hearing music and tales from 

Hans Christian Anderson’s The Snow Queen. 

Fifth grade experienced an exciting performance 

of selections from composers such as Tchaikov-

sky and Stravinsky.  

As we continue into the year and learn more 

about reading music and performing, keep an eye 

out for news on upcoming concerts or events!  

Ms. Burley 
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The 2015-2016 school year is going to be a year full of wonderful learning experiences 

for BCE students! 

In the first quarter, student have already learned: 

K-2 

 How to be in your self-space. Safety first! 

 Continuing with safety, they have also learned the rules of bike & pedestrian safety.  

 Developing overhead and underhand throwing. 

 Locomotor and non-locomotor movements 

 Classroom Rules. 

  

3-5 

 Volleyball Skills 

 Diamond Games skills 

 Fitness 

 Safety 

 Classroom Rules 

 

P.E. Rocks!! 

Clint Ogden and Georgina Percel 
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The 2015-2016 school year is off to an exciting start.  

 

 We are featuring SSYRA books for grades 3 – 5. We also have FRA books 

for grades 1 & 2. The selected books are motivating our students to read. 

Prizes may be won by students successfully passing tests on books.  

 

 This year we will offer students an opportunity to shop at a Reading Counts’ 

store. Students will be accumulating points as they read selected books. Our 

store will offer merchandise that may be purchased with Reading Counts’ 

points. Students will shop three times during the school year. A very big 

Thank you to our PTA for funding the store. 

     

 

Encourage your child to read. 

“Reading Does Count” 



 17 

 

Student Council is off to a busy start once again. In preparation for all of our 

work, fourth grade representatives have been added to the council this year 

and have already showed tremendous responsibility.  

Student Council has been working very hard collecting non-perishable 

items for our annual food drive in conjunction with the Salvation Army that 

runs through the entire month of October and has decorated the school 

with posters to encourage their fellow Bobcats to participate in this great 

cause.  

Members have had to multi-task as they have also been busy planning for 

Red Ribbon Week (Oct. 26-30) in support of being drug free and showing 

kindness to everyone.  

The students have also brainstormed and discussed more great ideas for 

future plans of how we can help our school and community, so stay tuned 

for other important events. 
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What is STEM? STEM is an acronym for Sci-

ence, Technology, Engineering and Math educa-

tion. We focus on these areas together not only 

because the skills and knowledge in each disci-

pline are essential for student success, but also 

because these fields are deeply intertwined in the 

real world and in how students learn most effec-

tively. STEM is hands-on, problem-based learn-

ing. 

Why STEM? All young people should be pre-

pared to think deeply and to think well so that they 

have the chance to become the innovators, edu-

cators, researchers, and leaders who can solve 

the most pressing challenges facing our nation 

and our world, both today and tomorrow. STEM 

activities provide students opportunities for prob-

lem solving, collaboration with their peers as well 

as enhancing their understanding of academic 

curriculum. They learn to apply what they know to 

real life situations.  

I hope this helps you understand a little bit more 

about what STEM is and why we consider STEM 

an important part of your child’s education. The 

feedback we have received from students and 

parents has been very positive.  I’m glad your chil-

dren are enjoying it as much as I am!    

If you ever have any questions about what we are 

doing in STEM, please don’t hesitate to contact 

me.  I’d love to hear from you. 

Martha Kriek - STEM Teacher at Big Cypress Elementary 

School 
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TIMELESS VALUES * TEAMWORK * COMMUNITY SERVICE 

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES * FIELD TRIPS * FUN! 
                                                                     

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN  

GIRL SCOUTS OR BOY SCOUTS! 

 

For information on Girl Scout troops, contact Barbara 

Van Essen at barbarav@gsgcf.org or 239-776-0508. 

 

 

For information on joining Cub Scouts, contact James 

Giles at jamesg@scouting.org or 239-207-5366. 

mailto:barbarav@gsgcf.org
mailto:jamesg@scouting.org

